COALITION OF MILITARY MEDICAIL CENTER NEIGHBORS

Japuary 11, 2010
Dear Lt. Governor Brown and County Executive Leggett:

The recent appropriation of $300 million for BRAC facilities in the National Capital region is a
signilicant step toward funding projects needed to serve the needs of the military while
oreserving quality of life in the community around the Medical Center area. Members ot the
Coalition want to be certain, however. that negetiations between the connty, state and federal
entities (including the U.S. Navy, Nauonal Institures of Health. and the State

Highway Administration) reflect the input of the community with regard to how this money is
ultimately spent.

Stakeholder representaton is critical to creaie and implement the overall plans for infrastucture
improvement that will serve the new Walter Reed. NIH {which continues to grow per its
approved Master Plan). the surrounding residential neighborhooeds. the eeonomically vital
business and cnlturaf communities and the many life-enbancing institutions in the area. Jt is also
vital that the State and County uphold their commitment to do this right by coniributing their
share of alloeated resources to the necessary work. To date, the county bas committed $3 million
to bike and ped ways and the State has appropriated $45 million, S| 3 million of which already
has been delerred, to iutersection improvements, We are alzo waiting for approval of money
from the Federal DOT TIGER grant and the Department of Defense DAR certification for
improvements at the Medieal Center Metro.

The Coaliton remains committed to finding mulriple and integrated ransportation and transit
solutions that reduce the number ol Single Occupancy Vehicles on the roadways thal serve the
Medical Center area including Siate roads snch as Old Georgetown Road {Rouie 187),
Connecticut Avenue (Route 185). Wisconsin Avenue (Roure 353), and County roads such as
Cedar Lane and Jones Bridge Road.

As stated since 2007, we would like to see funds go toward the [ollowing objectives thal address
the greater good of the area as a whole with a [ocus on maintaining quality of life of the
surrounding area:

® (reate the plan for a comprehensive and integraied (ransportation infrastructure
including (niersection improvements to support aaticipated growth and development in the
ransit area from Old Georgetown Road to Conneclicut Avenue, including Wiscansin Avenue

o Support the Navy, NIH, Suburban/Hopkins and other employers in their efforts (o
implement transportation Demand Management programs to reduce the number of
SOVs traveling to and [rom the Medical Center area

* Increase safe and convenient access to rehable publie transportation. especially as it relates
to traversing Roule 355



» Improve and connect pedestrian and bike access to and around the Medical Center area

* Provide dedicated drop-off/pick-up areas on perimeters [or cars, car pools, van pools and
shuttle services in the Medical Cenler area

*  Study die leusibility of direct access (o the Medical Center area from 1-493

Tor the Bethesda BRAC's success both inside and outside the fence. it is critical that the
community continues to play a role crafting the necessary coordinated and integrated
transportation solurions. As belore, we ask you Lo direct vour representatves to continue Lo
solicit the considered judgment of the BRAC Implementation Committee (BIC), the Coalition
and of vither members of the community as we get to eritical decision making junctures in this
process. We pledge to continue 1o work to ensure that all proposed infrasuucture projects are
based on judicious use of funds and benefil the community as a whole.
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